THE   CITY  REB UILT
Street and so added to the amenities of twelve hundred people
in an important area.1   Their order ensured for the surface of
that street restoration without that curse of all traffic, the usual
herring-bone of open gutters carrying water from the houses
to a channel along the centre of the road.  It was they who gave
reality to the collector's fearsome threat, 'you are ... to pay . ..
or else your Dreyne wilbe stopt'. And it was to them that Lord
Keeper Guilford2 turned when his neighbours would have
none of his ideas for improving the sanitation and the health of
Chancery Lane.   The story of Guilford's actions aptly shows
the conditions and the mentality with which they had to deal.
In the early 16705 he moved into the great brick house in the
Lane which had escaped the Fire and had been Lord Chief
Justice Hyde's before him.   There he found 'a small well in
the cellar, into which all the drainage of the house was received',
from closet and sink alike.  When this well was full 'a pump
went to work to clear it into the open kennel [gutter] of the
street'. As may be imagined 'during this pumping the stench
was intolerable', offending 'not only his lordship, but all the
houses in the street, and also passengers that passed to and fro
in it'. Nor was his the only house to create such a nuisance, for
'other houses there, which had any cellars, were obnoxious to
the same inconveniences*.  Guilford proposed that the inhabi-
tants should join in making a drain along the street deep enough
to discharge into the new sewer under Fleet Street, but they
refused, 'alledging danger to their houses, and other frivolous
matters'. There, in the old days, the affair would have stopped,
the passengers holding their noses, and the householders seal-
ing their windows.   But the commissioners opened up new
possibilities, and Guilford was not the man to let them lie un-
used. He applied for and obtained a decree by virtue of which
the work was done in despite of the inhabitants, and the cost
of it collected from them under threat of distraint. Whereupon,
1 See the records of this whole work amongst the papers preserved in the church of
St. Bride.  247 houses were assessed to pay for it, hence the figure of 1200 people.
2 Francis North.  The story is in The Life of the Right Honourable Francis North,
i) pp. 156-7, by The Honourable Roger North (1819).
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